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CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A system for teaching phonics, comprising: 

a visual representation of a plurality of words using ordinary spelling[[,]]; and 
adjacently positioned clarifying symbols , wherein each clarifying symbol that consists 

primari-h^-ef-entirely of [[the]] underlined or non-underlined letters of a standard 

alphabet -are-us ed assist in sounding e itt - the - word s. 

2. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the clarifying symbols ai-^mi-tted--foi : -at 
fea st some of the letters, assist in sounding out at least part of each of the plurality of words. 

3. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein at least 90% of the clarifying symbols 
cons is ts o f letters in the standard fetters alphabet compose the clarifying symbols . 

4. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein all of the clarifying symbols consist ef 

standard l etters entirel y of 24 l etters of the English alphabet . 

5. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the standard letters and the clarifying symbols 
together comprise an initial teaching alphabet consisting of less than 44 phonograms. 

6. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the standard letters and the clarifying symbols 
together comprise an initial teaching alphabet consisting of 36 phonograms. 

7. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 f urther com pri si n g whe re i n a prompt to shows 
when a plurality of the letters form a blended sound. 

8. (currently amended) The system of claim 7 wherein the prompt comprises underlining o f a line 
under the plurality of the letters. 

9. (original) The system of claim 1 further comprising a coloration of a selected one of the 
standard letters to show that such letter is silent in the word. 
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10. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 further comprising a modification of a selected 
one of the standard letters to show that such letter the selected letter is-eit her silent or sounds 
according to the adjacent phonetic symbol. 

11. (currently amended) The system of claim 10 wherein the modification comprises 

fepgeseatiftg-the-selected letter usin ^a^ai4rki4ar"6ok^ratienT Colorizing the selected letter. 

12. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein differences in case of the letters are not used to 
represent differences in sound. 

13. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the adjacently positioned clarifying symbols are 
placed below corresponding ones of the standard letters of at least some of the words. 

14. (original) The system of claim 1 further comprising a reading assist card having a window 
sized and dimensioned to focus attention on a subset of the words and corresponding ones of the 
adjacently positioned clarifying symbols. 

15. (currently amended) An4mtM4eaehi Rg alphab et-con sisting s^ bst»fitiatiy-e4^he4ette4^^4> r gv 
4r^r^-%r^T^rir^T-h ^\ n. 0, pr-t], r, s. t % -¥y~ w. x, y. Z rand-eombhmtiei^o^ 

words are regularly written using their ordinary spellings. A method of teaching phonetic reading, 
comprising: 

presenting to a student an alphabet of phonetic symbols consisting of underlined and non- 
underline d letters selected from the "roup consisti ng of a, R c. d. c. f. h, i.j. L 
1, m, n, o, p, q, r, s. t, u. v, w, x, v, z; 
presenting to the stud ent a wor d with an o rdinary spel ling; and 
teaching the student to pronounce the word using the alphabet of phonetic symbols. 

16. (currently amended) [[A]] The method of teachi ng phon e tic readin g comprising-tising-the 
mitid-tea ching alphab et-ef-claim 15 , wherein phonetic symbols consisting of single letters 
correspond to 4n-whi ch single ones of the letters r e p re sent correspon d ing short vowel sounds. 

17. (currently amended) [[A]] Flic method of t e aching phon eti c r ea ding c o m prising using UK- 
initial teaching, alphabet of claim 1 5. wherein phonetic symbols consisting of mo re than one 
lette r in wh ic h combina ti ons of the let t ers represent long vowel sounds. 
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18. (currently amended) [[A]] The method of teaching pho n etic read i ng c o m prising displaying a 
l ine of words with ordinary spell ing, and using s y mbols of Ure imlial teaching alphabet of claim 
15- to accom paivy-s om e of the ' lett ers of th e-word-s - further comprisin g di^p 1 j line of words 
with ordin a r y s pelling to t hj • ■ tude it to a ccompany at least one of the phonetic symbols , 

19. (currently amended) [[A]] The method of claim 15, further te aehing -pteHetie-t^d-mg 
ee- mprising -displaying display a sentence of at least five words with ordinary spelling, and 
placing phonetic symbols of initial teach i ng alphabet the alphabet below selected ones of the 
words as aids in pronunciation of the selected words. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 19 further comprising displaying at least one of the 
words without a corresponding one of the pronunciation aid s pho netic symbols . 
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